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LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

 
PRE-LISTENING  

The Declaration of Independence -  Who wrote it, when, where and why? 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION  

     Watch the video and choose the correct answer. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKJMWHCUoiw (3:37)  
MULTIPLE CHOICE  

1.  The Continental Congress was meeting in 
A) New York 

    B) Boston 
C) Philadelphia 

2.   The Congress was to discuss  
A) the American independence 

    B) taxes 
C) voting 

 
A) 3 
B) 5 
C) 7  

4.   The main author of the Declaration of Independence was  
A) John Adams   
B) Thomas Jefferson  
C)  George Washington  

5.  The Declaration of Independence was officially approved on 
A) July 2, 1776     
B) July 4, 1776     
C) July 24, 1778    

6.  Before the Declaration was approved, Congress had made some changes in the  
resolution. It nding document. 
       A) slavery 
       B) religion 
       C) pursuit of happiness 
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7.   What country did the American colonies declare independence from? 

A) Britain   
B) France   
C) Spain 

8.   The King of England at that time was  
A) George I.  
B) George II.   
C) George III.  

9.   What are the three rights that Thomas Jefferson says all men are born with? 
A) life, love, freedom of religion  
B) peace, love, harmony  
C) life, liberty, pursuit of happiness 

10.   Did some people OWN other people at that time when the Declaration was 
signed? 

A) yes 
B) no 

    

POST  LISTENING 

The Declaration of Independence contains the far-reaching statement:  

-evident, that all Men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

 

                          

 

3. Why are these phrases still important today? 

 

INTERNET RESEARCH 

How is INDEPENDENCE DAY, also called THE FOURTH OF JULY, celebrated in 

the USA and how it affects the public life? 

 

Work in pairs. Find information about the topic. Note down and compare your 

information. 
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ANSWER SHEET - LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

PRE-LISTENING  
The Declaration of Independence 
Who wrote it, when, where and why? Thomas Jefferson, July 1776, in 
Philadelphia, to free American colonies from Britain 
 
LISTENING COMPREHENSION  
MULTIPLE CHOICE  
1C, 2A, 3B, 4B, 5B, 6A, 7A, 8C, 9C, 10A    
 
 POST-LISTENING 
 The Declaration of Independence contains the far-reaching statement:  

-evident, that all Men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

 

 The idea of human equality 

Happiness  

3. Why are these phrases still important today? Individual answers  

INTERNET RESEARCH 
How is INDEPENDENCE DAY, also called THE FOURTH OF JULY, celebrated and 
how it affects the public life? 
Federal holiday, a day off, parades, shows, fireworks, family celebrations with 
picnics, barbecues 
(https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/independence-day) 
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3.2  
 

 /  

 / Facts about English Speaking Countries: USA - Symboly demokracie: vlajka 

 (The Flag of the United States) 
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Tabule / , online 
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READING COMPREHENSION 
 

THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES 

oldest national flags. Only the basic flags of Austria, 
Denmark, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Sweden and 
Switzerland are older.  

 
A)  

During the discovery and settlement of what is now the United States, the flags of 
various European nations were flown over the land as symbols of possession. The first 
official flag of the United States was created by Congress on June 14, 1777. It 
consisted of 13 alternate red and white stripes and 13 white stars in a field of blue, 
representing the 13 colonies that had declared their independence in 1776. 
The evolution of the stars and stripes reflects the growth of the United States. After the 
admission of Hawaii into the Union in 1959 the flag was officially changed for the 
twenty-sixth time since its creation: 50 stars and 13 stripes. 
 

B)  
Many traditions have grown up regarding the display and use of the United States flag. 
These traditions intended as marks of respect are widely observed. Here are just some 
of the rules included in the Flag Code. 
 The flag should be flown only from sunrise to sunset. Upon special occasions, 

however, it may be displayed at night to produce a patriotic effect. 
 The flag should be displayed during school days in or near every schoolhouse. 
 When used to cover a coffin the flag should be placed so that the union is at the 

head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or be 
allowed to touch the ground. The coffin should be carried foot first. 
 
C)  

When the flag is passing in a parade or review, or is being hoisted or lowered, all 
persons should face the flag, stand in attention and salute. Those in uniform should 
render the military salute. Men not in uniform should remove the hat with the right hand 
and hold the hat at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Men without hats 
and women should place the right hand over the heart. Non-US citizens should stand 
at attention. Viewers should salute the flag in a parade as it passes them. 
When the national anthem is played and the flag is not displayed, all present should 
stand and face toward the music. Those in uniform should salute at the first note and 
retain this position until the last note. All others should stand at attention, the men 
removing their hats. When the flag is displayed all should face it and give the 
appropriate salute.  
(Adapted from -  
 

D) Section 4 of the Flag Code states: 
"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for 

which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

https://www.ushistory.org/documents/pledge.htm 
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READING COMPREHENSION 
 

1) Read the text.  
Match headings 1-4 with paragraphs A-C. There is one heading that you do not 
need.  
1  SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
2  FLAG TRADITIONS 
3  FLAG DISPOSAL 
4  HISTORY OF THE FLAG 
 

2) Are these statements true or false?  
1   
2  The first official flag of the United States was created in 1776. 
3 The flag rules are included in the Flag Code. 
4  Men without hats and women should place the left hand over the heart. 
 

3)  Answer the questions. 
1 How many times has the flag been changed? 
2  When should the flag be flown? 
3  How should non-US citizens salute to the flag? 
4  Is the flag displayed at schools? 
5  What is the meaning of this promise at D)? Where can you hear it? 
 

4) VOCABULARY 
Match the highlighted words in the text with the definitions below.  
1  a public celebration of a special day or event, usually with bands in the streets and 
decorated vehicles 
2  having or expressing a great love of your country 
3  to keep something 
4  a song that has a special importance for a particular group of people, and is sung 
on special occasions 
5  the slow steady development  
  

5) INTERNET RESEARCH 
Work in pairs. Find the information about the following topics. Note down your 
web links.  
Symbolism of the flag colours; Betsy Ross; Neil Armstrong; National Flag Day; flag 
nicknames; American flag gifts 
 
      6)   SPEAKING 
Work in pairs. Share and discuss the information that you found out in the 
internet research.  
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ANSWER SHEET - READING COMPREHENSION 
 

1) Read the text.  
Match headings 1-4 with paragraphs A-C. There is one heading that you do not 
need.  
1  SALUTE TO THE FLAG  1C 
2  FLAG TRADITIONS  2B 
3  FLAG DISPOSAL  xx  
4  HISTORY OF THE FLAG  4A 
 

2) Are these statements true or false?  
4   
5  The first official flag of the United States was created in 1776. 
6 The flag rules are included in the Flag Code. 
4  Men without hats and women should place the left hand over the heart. 
 

3)  Answer the questions: 
1 How many times has the flag been changed? 26x 
2  When should the flag be flown? From sunrise to sunset, on school days, near 
every school building. 
3  How should non-US citizens salute to the flag? stand at attention 
4  Is the flag displayed at schools? Yes 
5  What is the meaning of this promise at D)? the promise to be loyal to the USA 
Where can you hear it? at schools,  to build up  sense of 
patriotism 
 

4) VOCABULARY 
Match the highlighted words in the text with the definitions below.  
1  a public celebration of a special day or event, usually with bands in the streets and 
decorated vehicles  parade 
2  having or expressing a great love of your country  patriotic 
3  to keep something retain 
4  a song that has a special importance for a particular group of people, and is sung 
on special occasions  anthem 
5  the slow steady development  evolution 
  

5) INTERNET RESEARCH 
Work in pairs. Find the information about the following topics. Note down your 
web links.  
Significance of the flag colours white - purity and innocence; red - hardiness & 
valor; blue - signifies vigilance, perseverance & justice. Betsy Ross  designed 
the first US flag; July 21, 1969 US flag erected on the Moon; National Flag Day 
June 14; flag nicknames the Stars and Stripes, Old Glory, the Star Spangled 
Banner; American flag gifts  various photos 
 
      6)   SPEAKING 
Comparison of the significance of flags both for society and an individual and for the 
nation as a whole.  
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3.3  
 

 /  

 / Facts about English Speaking Countries: USA  Symboly demokracie: 
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Tabule /  y (STUDENT A  CUSTOMS 
OFFICER CHECKLIST, STUDENT B  TRAVELLER, ROLE PLAY CARDS); 

 

 

 minut) 

 

1)  

Motivace (10 minut) 

hodiny. Formou brainstormingu 

informace z  

 

 

2)  

Aktualizace (15 minut) 

 na projektoru s m listem 

 

 s m listem 

  

 

 

Fixace a aplikace (10 minut) 

  

 

  

 

3)  

Reflexe  (10 minut) 
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-play): 

(STUDENT A) CUSTOMS OFFICER 

CHECKLIST (STUDENT B) TRAVELLER a vylosovanou 

ROLE PLAY CARD (10 variant) s 

 

 

k rozhovoru s . 

 

se videorozhovory budou 

 

 

 

 

video role-play):

AT THE CUSTOMS VIDEO ROLE-PLAY  

 

1. Work in pairs.  

2. Prepare the information needed for the role-play. 

STUDENT A  CUSTOMS OFFICER 

You are a customs and immigration officer at JFK airport. Use your checklist, ask the 

traveller appropriate questions to find out the required information. Fill in the checklist 

 

STUDENT B  TRAVELLER 

You are a traveller going through US customs. Use the character role prompts 

together with your own ideas, filled in the passport card and be ready to answer the 

customs officer  questions. 

3. Make a video role-play at the customs, 2-3 min long.  
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AT THE CUSTOMS ROLE-PLAY                                                    

 

STUDENT A  CUSTOMS OFFICER 

You are a customs and immigration officer at JFK airport. Use your 
checklist, ask the traveller appropriate questions to find out required 
information. Fill in the checklist.  

 

     CUSTOMS OFFICER CHECKLIST 

  

 NAME: 

 NATIONALITY:  

 PASSPORT DETAILS: 

 OCCUPATION: 

 LAST COUNTRY VISITED: 

 FINAL DESTINATION:  

 PURPOSE OF VISIT (TOURISM / BUSINESS / STUDY /TRANSIT):  

 INTENDED LENGTH OF STAY: 

 LOCATION OF STAY / ADDRESS: 

 AMOUNT OF CURRENCY (10 000 DOLLARS ALLOWANCE) 

 FIRST TIME: (Y/N) 

 RELATIVES IN THE USA: (Y/N) 

 SECURITY QUESTIONS ( packed bags / gift /guns ) 

 THINGS TO DECLARE: (Y/N)  
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AT THE CUSTOMS ROLE-PLAY 

 

STUDENT B  TRAVELLER 

You are a traveller going through US customs. Use the character role prompts 
together with your own ideas, filled in the passport card and be ready to 
answer the customs officer questions. 

  

PASSPORT CARD 
 
 
 
              PHOTO                           PASSPORT NUMBER NO. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 

SURNAME: 
NAME: 

     NATIONALITY: 
     DATE OF BIRTH: 
     PLACE OF BIRTH: 
     SEX:  
     PERSONAL NO.: 
     DATE OF ISSUE: 

DATE OF EXPIRY: 
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AT THE CUSTOMS ROLE-PLAY 

 

ROLE-PLAY CARDS (STUDENT B  TRAVELLER) 

 
STUDENT 1  Czechia 
You are a tourist (35) visiting your aunt who has lived in the USA for 20 years and 

 
 
STUDENT 2  Spain 
You are a Spanish football player (23). You are coming with your team to take part in 

 
 
STUDENT 3  Poland 
You are on a business trip, you are selling clothes (46). You e staying two weeks 
at a hotel.  
 
STUDENT 4  Austria 
You are an exchange student (17). You will be studying at a language school. You
be staying for six months at a host family.   
 
STUDENT 5  New Zealand 
You are an IT programmer (30). You have a year contract with a famous US IT 
corporation. You for twelve months at a rented flat.  
 
STUDENT 6  Canada 
You are a teacher (52). You will be giving lectures at five universities. You
staying for 10 days at different hotels.   
 
STUDENT 7  Greece 
You are a tourist visiting your cousin for his wedding (27). Y  a hotel 
for five days.  
 
STUDENT 8  Russia 
You are a tourist (25) visiting your brother who has been studying in the USA for 3 

 his shared flat for a month. 
 
STUDENT 9  Argentina 
You are a university student (22). You will be studying at a college a master 
programme. You for two years at private accommodation.  
 
STUDENT 10  Japan  
You are a tourist (62). You have just arrived from Mexico. You plan sightseeing for 
three weeks for 3 weeks at different hotels.  Then you continue 
to Canada.  
 
 
 



 

 
25 

3.4  
 

 /  

 / Facts about English Speaking Countries: USA  Symboly demokracie: 

A formal letter of 

enquiry to an American language school 
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Tabule / i projektor,  s , 

. 

 

 minut) 
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informace)  
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 je  
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Write a formal letter of enquiry to an American language school 

 do some research on the topic Learn English in the USA and choose one 

language school. You are interested in a four-week course of general English 

during summer holidays.  

 write at least 200 words formal letter of enquiry to the language school to find 

answers to your questions. 

 remember to follow the formal structure of a letter of enquiry 

 

                                

A Letter of Enquiry  
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3.5 Gramatika 
 

 /  

 / Facts about English Speaking Countries: USA - Symboly demokracie: Socha 

Svobody (The Statue of Liberty) 

 

Vazba na    / :  

Oblast gramatiky  . 

 
 

Inovace:  

Gramatika je na v  tematikou symbolu demokracie 

USA - Socha Svobody (The Statue of Liberty). 

 

  

rozhovor, samosta . 

 

e:  

   informace o  Socha 

Svobody, procv .  

   si  

kontextu. 
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T
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 minut) 

 

1)  

Motivace (10 minut) 

  

 

2)  

Aktualizace (10 minut) 

 

Aplikace a fixace (20 minut) 

  

 

 

 

3)  

 (5 minut) 
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GRAMMAR AND USE OF ENGLISH

1/ Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the passive voice (past simple tense).

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY

The Statue of Liberty is located on Liberty Island 
between New Jersey and New York.  
The huge sculpture 1

.................... (call) Statue Lightening the World 
and later Statue of Liberty, or simply, Liberty. 
The statue 2.................... (give) to the USA by 
France. The Liberty 3.................... (design) by the 

ric Auguste Bartholdi. It 
4.................... (bring) to the USA in 350 pieces in 
214 crates on a French ship, Isere, which arrived in 
New York on June 17, 1885. The pieces 5.................... (put) together and the opening 
ceremony took place on June 17, 1885. The statue 6.................... (make) of an iron frame 
covered with copper. The copper covering was initially bright and shiny, however, the colour 
only turned into the green after many years' weathering.
In her right hand, the statue holds a torch. Over the years the torch underwent several 
modifications, in 1916 it 7.................... (convert) to electric power. In her left hand, the statue 

July 4, 1776 8.................... (write) in Roman 
numerals: MDCCLXXVI, which is the date of the Declaration of Independence. The National 
Park Service confirms that the statue 9.................... (model) after the Roman Goddess 
Libertas. The broken chains near her feet represent breaking free from tyranny and slavery. 
The statue is 93 meters high (including the base) and each of its fingers is 2 meters long. It 
weighs 225 tons. You have to climb 354 steps of spiral staircase to get to the prickly tiara 
where there is an observation room. The seven rays seven 
seas and seven continents of the world.
The statue is more than a monument it is a living symbol of freedom to people around the 
world. In the 19th and 20th century it was a welcoming signal to millions of immigrants arriving 
from abroad to the USA. In 1984 the site 10.................... (add) to World Heritage 
List. 

2/ Work in pairs. Each student will write 4 questions for the following answers 
The expressions in the text are in bold. 

STUDENT A    by France; a torch; in Roman numerals: MDCCLXXVI; 1984

STUDENT B    Bartholdi; 1885; July 4, 1776; to climb 354 steps

3/ Cover the text and write down as much information as you can remember 
about the Statue of Liberty. 
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ANSWER SHEET - GRAMMAR AND USE OF ENGLISH 

1/ Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the passive voice (past simple tense). 

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY 
 
The Statue of Liberty is located on Liberty Island between New Jersey and New York.  
The huge sculpture 1 was originally called Statue Lightening the World and later Statue 
of Liberty, or simply, Liberty.  
The statue 2 was given to the USA by France. The Liberty 3 was designed by the 
French sculptor ric Auguste Bartholdi. It 4 was brought to the USA in 350 pieces 
in 214 crates on a French ship, Isere, which arrived in New York on June 17, 1885. 
The pieces 5 were put together and the opening ceremony took place on June 17, 
1885. The statue 6 was made of an iron frame covered with copper. The copper 
covering was initially bright and shiny, however, the colour only turned into the green 
after many years' weathering. 
In her right hand, the statue holds a torch. Over the years the torch underwent several 
modifications, in 1916 it 7 was converted to electric power. In her left hand, the statue 

8 was written in Roman 
numerals: MDCCLXXVI, which is the date of the Declaration of Independence. The 
National Park Service confirms that the statue 9 was modelled after the Roman 
Goddess Libertas. The broken chains near her feet represent breaking free from 
tyranny and slavery.  
The statue is 93 meters high (including the base) and each of its fingers is 2 meters 
long. It weighs 225 tons. You have to climb 354 steps of spiral staircase to get to the 

symbolize the seven seas and seven continents of the world. 
The statue is more than a monument  it is a living symbol of freedom to people around 
the world. In the 19th and 20th century it was a welcoming signal to millions of 
immigrants arriving from abroad to the USA. In 1984 the site 10 was added 
to  World Heritage List.  

2/  PAIRWORK - Questions 

STUDENT A    by France; a torch; in Roman numerals: MDCCLXXVI; 1984 
1. Who was the Statue given to the USA by? 
2. What does the Statue hold in her right hand? 
3. How is the date on the tablet written? 
4. When was the site added to  World Heritage List? 
 
STUDENT B    Bartholdi; 1885; July 4, 1776; to climb 354 steps 
1. Who was the Statue designed by? 
2. When did the opening ceremony take place?  
3. What does the tablet read? 
4. How can you get to the prickly tiara? 
 

3/ Cover the text and write down as much information as you can remember 
about the Statue of Liberty.  Individual answers.  
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